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New Margins 
Press Release   /  20 —— 28 April 2018 

Opening night  |  20 April, 5pm 

THEBOOKSHOW presents New Margins, a group exhibition and book launch of new works by three artists, 

Genevieve Leong, Loh Xiang Yun and Shyue Woon. 
New Margins attempts to reinvigorate our perception of the book as an art medium. Seeking to reinvent the way we 
experience art, the three artists delved into exploring the potential of books as art objects. Stripping away the 

traditional method of viewing art from a distance, we are graced with an intimate encounter in place of a static, 

looming presence.   
In this showcase, the book is more than just an item waiting to be purchased in a book store; it is an artwork in itself, 

just as a painting or a sculpture. New Margins invites you to engage and create a connection with the artists through 

their work. Recreating an individual experience of viewing art up close and personal, they seek a deeper resonance 

the moment you pick up the book. Just as drawing a line on a page reinvents the space on a blank paper, the book 
can reinvent the way we see and feel art. 

Shyue Woon (b.1975, Singapore), trained as an architect, uses photography as a tool to explore subtext in the built 

environment. In his daily practice as an architect, he turns aspirations and dreams into constructible reality. At night, 

he reverses the process – deconstructing 

reality and spaces into fiction and figments of 

imagination. 

As part of this exhibition, Woon published his 
debut photobook “Dark Cities” that won the 

inaugura l  F i rs t  Draf t Award by 

THEBOOKSHOW. Dark Cities Trilogy is a set 

of three documents re-imagining fringe 

spaces in the metropoles of Singapore, 

Tokyo and Seoul. CARPARK, first in the 

ser ies,  invest igates the nocturnal 
meanderings of a dark multi-storey carpark in 

Singapore. CAPSULE, the second book, 

revisits a futuristic tower in Ginza built in the 

1970s, through the imagined eyes and mind of its architect. The third book EULJIRO is a lost and found diary of a 

fading iconic Seoul district, once a symbol of the country’s modernization. 

Woon was also selected as an artist in Mt Rokko International Photography Festival Emerging Photographers 
Showcase 2016 and his work has been exhibited in Pera Museum, Istanbul, Turkey (2018); Mt Rokko International 

Photo Festival. Kobe, Japan (2016); Odessa//Batumi Photo days, Odessa, Ukraine (2016); I.F.P. Melbourne, 

Australia (2016); Obscura Festival 2015 Preview, Awe Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (2015); 10th Angkor Photo 

Festival, Siam Reap, Cambodia (2014); and in Singapore. His works were also selected for +50, a collective for 

Singapore's Photographers; and for “Thank you, Mr Lee” (2015), a book tribute to late LKY. 

Loh Xiang Yun (b. 1988) is an artist who lives and works in Singapore. Her work interrogates how people relate to 

nature. Through her observations made through drawing, painting and photography, she examines the everyday to 
study how nature is managed and engineered in our cities. Through durational projects that map and document 

plants in our surroundings, she charts the changing ways we see and define nature.  
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Loh’s book, SALAD, presents a photographer’s study of the textures found in parks. It is a collection of 200 

photographs taken in 24 parks across five countries. Close-ups, which are cropped as squares, the photographs 

recall the grids commonly used to plan parks. Collected over a span of five years, between 2013 and 2017, the 
collection emulates a scientific collection. Appropriating scientific fieldwork methods of collecting, ordering and 

identification, the collection of photographs systematically documents different natural spaces. Yet, in spite of the 

notations of each photograph, the photographs are decontextualised and open to interpretation—leaving the viewer 

to navigate, make connections and respond to the photographer’s attempt to make sense of our relationship to 

nature. 

!    !    !    !    !  

Loh’s recent group exhibitions include  at Hsinchu Art Museum in Taiwan (2016), Klaus at Yeo Workshop in 

Singapore (2016) and Living Room in the Tropics at NTU Centre of Contemporary Arts Singapore’s Artists and 

Curators-in-Residence in Singapore (2015). Her photo book has been showcased at Dali International Photography 
Exhibition in China (2017), Tokyo Art Book Fair in Japan (2017) and Print Lab at Grey Projects in Singapore (2015). 

She was also awarded the Capability Development Grant by the National Arts Council of Singapore for a one month 

Artist-in-residence program at Youkobo Art Space in Japan (2017). 

Genevieve Leong is a visual artist whose practice attempts to visualise the intangible. She is often intrigued by 

emotions that come in quietness and how that same quietness transforms common places into unfamiliar spaces. 

The starting point of her work is often image-based, and the image then becomes a trigger point in realising the 

visualisation of the intangible through other varied elements.  
In her work, our breaths are short, this breeze untameable, she attempts to understand the wind: that which 

embodies a signifier of change – be it a small breath, a blur of a happening, or a large hurricane. The wind, as 

familiar as it is, is a divine force impossible to go against. Beyond the wind's physical effects, it is also used 

metaphorically as a force that can cause an internal change, such as the making of a decision, or the change of a 

state of mind. This work aims to bring about a play between certainty and confusion; the value lies not in the images 

or objects themselves, but rather in their assumed or hypothetical relations, corresponding to the ambiguity of the 
wind. 

!   !  
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Leong (b.1992, Singapore) is currently based in London for her MA Contemporary Art Practice (Critical Practice) at 

the Royal College of Art that is due to complete in June 2019. She has previously completed her BA Fine Art 

(Photography & Digital Imaging) at Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. Her works have been exhibited in 
Noise Singapore Alumni Exhibition, Esplanade Concourse, Singapore (2016); Undescribed, DECK, Singapore 

(2016); Reiterated Spaces, Goodman Arts Centre, Singapore (2015); Pingyao International Photography Festival, 

Pingyao, China (2014) and at Noise Apprenticeship Programme, Singapore Art Museum, 8Q (2014). 

Programmes 

Exhibition Tour and Book Launch 
/  Friday, 20 April, 7pm 

Held on the Opening Night, exhibition tours will be conducted by the artists themselves. Let Genevieve Leong, Loh 
Xiang Yun and Shyue Woon bring you around their spaces to share about their work process. In conjunction, the 

artists will launch their new book titles that are exhibited with the show. Book signing and refreshments will be held at 

the end of the tour. 

Artist Talk 
/  Saturday, 28 April, 2pm 

Exhibiting artists Shyue Woon and Loh Xiang Yun are invited to share their artistic practices and their experiences 

with working with the photobook medium. Light refreshments will be served at the end of the day (after the panel 

discussion).  

Panel Discussion: Can the Book Be Considered an Art Form? 
/  Saturday, 28 April, 3pm 

Singapore Art Book Fair director, Renée Ting, founder of Do Not Design, Yanda, Singapore International 

Photography Festival director, Gwen Lee and Alvin Ho of Atelier HOKO, will come together to discuss the role of the 

book medium in the art world. Standing between two distinct worlds, the book medium used traditionally as a form of 

cataloging and documentation, has now been transformed to a medium of artistic expression. Topics ranging from 

creation, design and interest in the medium will be talked about and engaged with. This panel discussion will be 

moderated by THEBOOKSHOW’s co-founder, Ang Song Nian.  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About THEBOOKSHOW 
THEBOOKSHOW is a non-profit organisation that began in 2014. It aims to act as a platform for aspiring artists to 
showcase self-published photo-books in exhibitions as well as art festivals. Through the use of the book, a basic and 

familiar medium to all, THEBOOKSHOW advances towards being a mediator between the art world and the general 

public. Its hope is to bring upon renewed perspectives of the book medium. THEBOOKSHOW believes very much in 

challenging the medium - moving away from the conventional form that the book takes. In time, it hopes to build a 

substantial database advocating that the book form is an art in and of itself. 

  

Since its conception, THEBOOKSHOW has hosted international open and closed calls for the realization of book 
shows biannually. In 2017, we put together First Draft, a closed call involving renowned Singaporean art practitioners 

to nominate 8 emerging artists to realise a photobook exhibition held at Objectifs, Centre for Film and Photography. 

In 2016 and 2015, we organised Steidl Book Awards: Asia Open Call and THEBOOKSHOW edition 3 respectively. 

Both of which are international open calls showcasing the photobook medium.  
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